Running Head: THE KINGDOM OF ASANTE 		1

THE KINGDOM OF ASANTE		4






The Kingdom of Asante
Name of Student
Name of Institution
Date 

The backbone of the Asante Kingdom was slavery and gold. The kingdom was found in the deep tropical forest, centered in the Kumasi region in the 18th and 19th century. History estimates that the kingdom emerged more than 300 years ago. Modern traditions recognize seven tribes that are critical in laying foundation for the empire through communities whom emerged from holes in the ground. The prominent language of the ancestors from the Asante Kingdom is the Akan, still spoken to date, who were hunters and gatherers from as early as 600 years ago. Settlers from the same languages 100 years later sought to clear land in the forest to farm. Slave trade came about to help with the clearance. 
The Akhan mined gold which facilitated the trade for slaves, textiles, copper, and salt. The Trans-Saharan trade allowed for the gold to reach beyond Africa. Gold also encouraged trade with Portuguese merchants who brought guns. Small tools are traditional signs of status, authority, and power for the businessmen and the farmers called Burempong’. The recognition of authority also brought about the status that led to aligning the Akhan people with states. Some of the states received tributes from neighbors as tactics to keep peace in the region, particularly Denkyira which was one of the richest states from mining of gold. However, an alliance of states defeated Denkyira culminating from lack of tolerable relationships in 1701, and their win resulted in the Kingdom of Asante. Osei Tutu led the revolt and consequentially became the kingdom’s first king. His appointment followed the settling of a golden seat on his feet after being summoned by Okomfu Anonche, who later served as the king’s adviser. 
Mythical knowledge stipulates the stool held the spirit of Asante’s people. Succession followed the mother’s line, and expansion of the empire was facilitated by spiritual authority of the stool and European guns. The talking drums facilitated long-distance communication. The people had no standing army but rather the king expected the villages to contribute soldiers. Continuous expansion of the kingdom resulted in more slaves than the kingdom could use and so they resorted to selling them to the British. The expanse of the kingdom presented the challenge of uniting the entire kingdom. One such aspect of communal unity was weaving of textiles, with each having different meanings and messages
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